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thought that Prince one of the wisest men that ever lived.
Your Ion mot of his was quite new to me. There are two or
three passages in the diary of the second Earl of Clarendon
that always struck me as instances of wisdom and humour
at once ; particularly his Majesty's reply to the Lords who
advised him (I think at Salisbury) to send away ^rng James ;
and his few words, after long patience, to that foolish Lord
himself, who harangued him on the observance of his declara-
tion. Such traits, and several of Queen Anne (not equally
deep) in the same journal, paint those Princes as charac-
teristically as Lord Clarendon's able father would have
drawn them. There are two letters in the Nugae Antiquae*
that exhibit as faithful pictures of Queen Elizabeth and James
the First, by delineating them in their private life and un-
guarded hours.

You are much in the right, Sir, in laughing at those wise
personages, who not only dug up the corpse of Edward the
First, but restored Christian burial to his crown and robes.
Methinks, had they deposited those regalia in the treasury
of the church, they would have committed no sacrilege.
I confess I have not quite so heinous an idea of sacrilege as
Dr. Johnson. Of all kinds of robbery, that appears to me
the lightest species which injures nobody. Dr. Johnson is
so pious, that in his journey to your country, he flatters
himself that all his readers will join him in enjoying the
destruction of two Dutch crews, who were swallowed up by
the ocean after they had robbed a church. I doubt that
uncharitable anathema is more in the spirit of the Old
Testament than of the New.
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